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Learning Targets:  
 
 

¤  I CAN identify instructional techniques 
to develop and scaffold students’ critical 
reading experiences. 



Today’s “bite”: 
Crafting questions 
that guide students 

to be deeper readers 
and thinkers.	
  







Be a Close Reader Yourself 

Always Set a Purpose for Reading 

Use Student Questions to Drive Discussion 



It’s the question  
that moves readers  

into deeper thinking.   



It’s the questioning  
that moves students  
into deeper thinking.   



It’s the questioning  
that moves students  
into deeper thinking.   

It’s their questioning  
that moves students  
into deeper thinking.   



It’s the questioning  
that moves students  
into deeper thinking.   

It’s their authentic questioning  
that moves students  
into deeper thinking.   





Immersion 
into  
Close Reading 





Immersion 
into  
Close Reading 



Immersion 
into  
Close Reading 

In the face of adversity,  
what causes some people to prevail? 





Always Set a Purpose for Reading 

Use Student Questions to Drive Discussion 

Be a Close Reader  

Yourself 

Be a Close Reader Yourself 



 

What is this really about? 

What is the message? 

What BIG idea is here? 







The types of questions that students are 
asked about a text influence how they read it. 
 

If students are asked recall and recitation questions, they learn 
to read for that type of information. 
 
If they are asked synthesis questions, they learn to read  for 
that type of information. 





Be a Close Reader Yourself 
Always Set a Purpose for Reading 

Use Student Questions to Drive Discussion 

Design Intentional Scaffolds 

Closely Read Across the Curriculum 

Diversify the Text and How Students Interact With It 

Let Them Make Mistakes 

Model It 

Select Texts That Provide “Stretch” 

Teach Students to Look for Evidence 









Beware of “Readicide”:  
“The systematic killing of the love of reading,  

often exacerbated by the inane, mind-numbing 
practices found in schools” Kelly Gallagher 




